Healing and Intercession Guidelines

In order to show love and care towards those who come forward for healing prayer, here are some recommendations for your healing ministry team.

1. The focus of the healing ministry is the encounter between God who heals and those people who bring their requests to God. Intercessors facilitate that encounter.
2. God heals as an expression of his radical freedom to do as he wishes. Healing witnesses to the wholeness associated with the reign of God and points forward in hope to the new world coming. 
3. In healing we may have a bodily experience of renewal, but we may also have an experience of the love of God who is with us or a change in our attitudes to the situation in which we find ourselves. Healing is not the same as cure.
4. Every person who asks for prayer for healing should be treated with respect and dignity. They should not be embarrassed or exploited, nor should their wishes be ignored. This is particularly important when the ministry of healing takes place in a public place.
5. If an intercessor uses a particular symbol in prayer (such as laying-on of hands or anointing with oil) the significance of this should be explained to the supplicant and their consent obtained. The supplicant should, at any point, have the freedom to stop whatever is going on.
6. Healing is not a matter of success or failure. Praying for somebody shows our solidarity with them, that they are cared for and included in the family of God. No pressure should be put on a supplicant, by any means, to state that they have been healed. Neither those who pray, nor those prayed for should carry this additional burden. 
7. Praying for healing does not complete the Church’s responsibility. Offering prayer for healing means that we are willing to follow people up, ensuring that the Church expresses continuity of appropriate care.
8. Where testimony is given, the supplicant should be able to deliver their testimony in their own words, and from their own perspective. No pressure should be brought to bear on them.
9. Intercessors should see themselves as part of a team. It is helpful if prayer is offered by people in pairs. This enables responsibility to be shared, perspectives to be discussed and each person to receive support from the other. 
10. Prayer takes place in a wider context than the Church. Lay people or church leaders who are intercessors in a healing context should see themselves as part of a team, which includes other health-care professionals who are also exercising gifts given them by God. Similarly those who work in a medical environment or in social services should not ignore the ministry of the local church.
11. Where someone comes forward for healing prayer with an overt impairment, it should not be assumed they have come for prayer for that impairment. The supplicant may not perceive their impairment to be a problem that needs healing. There is no substitute for careful hearing.
12. People with a disability may also be intercessors for healing. The church betrays its calling if it conducts its public healing ministry in a way that is not accessible to people with a disability. The integrity of the healing ministry cannot be separated from access to that ministry.
13. It may be extremely harmful to be told that one is not healed because of sin (either one’s own or that of previous generations), or because of lack of faith. In the majority of instances the person who is praying for healing cannot possibly know that this is true. It may be true that a person is struggling morally or with their faith. Such a person needs support, encouragement and care rather than accusation. If there are problems, these should be dealt with privately in the context of pastoral care.
14. Wherever possible those people who have a ministry that is recognized by the local church should be commissioned and welcomed into that ministry by the local church. 
15. Intercessors who pray for healing and do so as a permanent ministry in their local church need pastoral care and accountability to exercise their ministry with confidence and integrity. They may also face situations that drain them physically, emotionally and spiritually. They need not only to receive pastoral care themselves, but also to retreat to places where they can find refreshment and new energy for their ministry. 
16. Intercessors who offer prayer for healing may also be those who want prayer for healing, today or tomorrow. Similarly those asking for prayer may also be those who pray for others tomorrow.
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Where there are valid criticisms of the conduct of a church’s healing ministry these must be taken seriously and not dismissed. The Church will always make mistakes but can only grow in its ministry if they are heeded and lessons learned from them.

Adapted from R. McCloughry and W. Morris, Making a World of Difference 
