Disability Related Bible Passages 

This is not an exhaustive list of passages, but a place to start your own exploration

1. David & Mephibosheth – 2 Samuel 4:4, 2 Samuel 9 

A story of welcome and inclusion from the Old Testament. David’s motive for welcoming Mephibosheth into the royal family is not because Mephibosheth is paralysed, but because David desires to show covenant faithfulness to Mephibosheth’s family, as it had earlier been shown to him. This is similar to what our motive should be. We are called to love and welcome everyone, because God in Christ has shown such love to us. 

2. God takes responsibility for disability Exodus 4: 10-12
The speech impairment of Moses is not a mistake or a surprise for God, and in no way prevents Moses from exercising the role God has for him.

3. God is in control – Mark 10:27; Romans 8
God works in and through everything to achieve his loving purposes for us. He is free to do as he pleases, and he works all things together for the good of those that love him. While we may not understand all his actions, we know he is good, because he has given his own Son for us. We are in safe hands.

4. Jesus' Messiahship – Luke 4:14-21, Matthew 11:2-5
In the healing ministry of Jesus we see God’s compassion and God’s authority over disability, sickness and death. His mighty deeds provide a window into the future kingdom of God, where all suffering, pain, death and discord will be past. We have not yet arrived at that great day, but these deeds of Jesus give us a pattern to follow in our service in the world, confidence to pray for his miraculous intervention today, and certain hope. 
5. Friends lower a paralysed man through the roof – Luke 5: 17-26
This man’s friends worked together to make sure he made contact with Jesus. The story makes it clear that the important issue Jesus dealt with was that of forgiveness of sins - the healing of the man served to illustrate that Jesus is God and has the power to forgive sins. People in Jesus’ day believed that disability meant you could not come to the Temple to be forgiven. When Jesus forgives the man first, while he still has the disability, he is rejecting this connection between disability and sin. 
6. Filling God's house – Luke 14: 15-24

This passage reveals the heart of God - God's house will be full when it includes marginalised people - those who are poor, who have a disability, are despised etc. The passage does not say that the guests are to be healed, only that they are to be included.
7. God designing us – Psalm 139

In Psalm 139, we are exhorted to thank God for the way He made us. He is not caught out by disability, and he doesn’t make mistakes. Each of us is specifically intended, and each of us has a purpose. We are all created in God’s image, and we honour him when we respect and value one another.
8. Diversity and Gifts in the Church – 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4:11-14
We are called to interdependent life as Christians. God has given us different gifts, so that none of us is sufficient to ourselves. All in the church, whatever our ability, need each other’s support to give our gifts.

9. God's power revealed in weakness – 2 Corinthians 12: 7-10

Paul finds God’s strength and blessing in the very experience of weakness. It can be argued that a powerful reason for God choosing to use disability is so that it becomes clear that He is not dependent on the things which the world sees as strength (also 1 Cor. 12:22). God frequently works through suffering and weakness, rather than in ways that avoid it. As we see in the death of Jesus, in the worst of experiences, God’s life-giving presence is there.
10. Love in action – John 13:34-35
Love speaks when it acts – by responding to the person rather than the disability; by linking your ordinary world with theirs; and by supporting the family (especially around four times of predictable crisis – diagnosis, starting school, leaving school, when parents can no longer provide care).

11. Disability a medical and social issue – Galatians 4:13-14
Paul seems aware of the way disability can be a medical issue and a social issue. His weakness, and the way others treat him, are both important dimensions.

12. Renewal for all – Philippians 3:21, 1 Corinthians 15:42; Revelation 21:1-4
In the resurrection of Jesus from death we see what is in store for all who trust in him. God’s peace will one day restore every aspect of our lives and the disorder in the world. Our lowly bodies will be transformed, “raised imperishable”. God’s presence will end all suffering – whatever the cause.

13. The perspective that comes from looking to God – Joshua 1:8-10, Psalm 73, 130:5, Hebrews 13:5, 2 Cor. 1:3-4
Though circumstances may not always change in the way we would like them to, our perspective changes when we turn to God for help and comfort. We discover his sustaining power and guidance, his peace in the midst of turmoil and renewed hope in our eternal future with him. We can say with the Psalmist that God is sufficient.

14. God delights to answer prayer – 1 John 5:14-15; John 16:23; James 4:2, 5:14-16; Luke 11:9-10, Romans 8:26
God invites us to come to him in prayer, and to pray about everything that troubles us. We honour God by expressing our trust through dependent prayer. It is right to pray for healing, just as a child asks for relief in trouble. God always hears our prayers, though he may not always give us what we ask for. What we will always find however, is that through depending on him, we are brought into a deeper relationship with him.
Biblical Themes

The Bible’s great themes or doctrines provide ideal starting points for your church community as you reflect on a biblical mandate for disability ministry. The following are not a complete list, but do cover some main themes.
Kingdom of God – Isaiah 2:2-4, Luke 9:11 - Jesus teaches us that the coming of the Kingdom of God involves the restoration of all things to their intended purpose, and the eventual bringing of everything under the authority of the King. The theology of the Kingdom of God teaches us to engage all of life, and look for the redemption of all of life. As the Kingdom progresses, lives, families, communities and cultures are changed. Disability ministry in the context of the present and future Kingdom of God means reaching out to enfold people living with a disability into the family of the church, nurturing and enabling their growth in faith along with our own, equipping us all to be active in extending the realm of the King in this ‘already-but-not-yet’ time, and together looking forward to the day of Jesus’ return, when all will be restored to wholeness. 
Body of Christ – In 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4 and Romans 12 Paul teaches the importance of diversity in the body of Christ, and lists varying gifts and abilities given to each one in the church for the good of all. These passages remind us that everyone has spiritual gifts, and that differentness actually promotes oneness. When churches fail to reach out to and include people with a disability, the unintended outcome is their exclusion, which means the church loses in terms of diversity and gifts. 1 Corinthians 12 speaks of seemingly weaker members being indispensible to the working of the body.
Image of God – All people are created in the image of God (Gen. 1:27, 5:1-3, 9:6, 1 Cor.11:7, James 3:9) – all are image-bearers – both in terms of who we are and what we do. This is the basis for human value, respectful relating and universal welcome.  As we reach out to include people with a disability we both show and develop something of God’s character in ourselves, and benefit from the ministry of God to us through those we are serving. 
Mercy and Compassion – God has a heart of mercy and compassion for people with disabilities:

“Do not curse the deaf, or put a stumbling block in front of the blind….” (Leviticus 18:14, Deuteronomy 27:18)

While living with a disability is not necessarily defined by suffering, there are many aspects of relentless difficulty that impact the lives of people with a disability. Mercy and compassion calls us to acknowledge these difficulties and respond respectfully with concrete expressions of care. One of the major aspects of Jesus’ ministry on earth was His compassion and care for people with a disability, and when we reach out in imitation of him, we provide a powerful witness to the watching world of the nature of the God we serve (Matthew 5:16). 
Justice – God is passionate about issues of justice in his Word, and there are repeated warnings in the Bible against dealing unjustly with the poor and oppressed: 

	"Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy" (Proverbs 31:9).


Active injustice against people with a disability may not be present in our churches, but passive injustice does occur when our programs and services do not consider the needs of people with a disability, and so they end up being excluded by our inattention.

Fellowship – The church is called to be people helping people draw near and stay near to God – this is the nature of Christian fellowship (Acts 2:42, Ephesians 4:25-32, 1 John 1:3, Hebrews 10:24ff). Fellowship has an inseparable vertical and horizontal dimension, involving dependence on God and mutual interdependence on one another as we share life together. Fellowship is not the same as sharing social activities in Christian company, and it is possible to be regularly involved in these while being starved of true fellowship. According to J. I. Packer, two reasons why our churches are lacking in true fellowship are our commitment to self-sufficiency, and a tendency to exclude those who are unlike us, or who lack the gifts we value (God’s Words – Fellowship). In considering fellowship in our churches, we can see some reasons why Jesus does not consider his body complete / healthy without the inclusion of people whose disabilities have given them different life experiences, gifts and capacities (Luke 14:23).
Hospitality – In the Bible hospitality literally means ‘the love of a stranger’. This goes to the heart of the gospel message of grace, for it is how God in Christ has treated us. Hospitality is showcased in the Parable of the Great Banquet in Luke 14, and is encouraged throughout the writings of Paul. It involves welcoming those who are outside of our circles of contacts and friends, and doing so in genuine and loving ways. The early church practiced genuine and sacrificial hospitality, which contributed to the growth of the church. Your congregation may have special gifts in hospitality, which could be used as you reach out to people with a disability in your church community and neighbourhood.
Evangelism and discipleship – Jesus was concerned not only to welcome and restore people with a disability to their society, but also to call them to the King’s banquet. All people are united in their need of God’s forgiveness which Jesus’ death provides. The call to repentance was part of Jesus’ ministry to individuals with a disability who sought him for healing (e.g. Luke 5:20), as it was to everyone, and in the Great Commission he charges us as his followers to continue this work of making disciples for him. (Matthew 28:18-20, Luke 14:21-23). 

