A Pastor’s Perspective
“The blessings of welcoming and including people with a disability are numerous.

The first is the joy that comes from obeying Christ’s command (John 14:21). There is no greater reward than feeling God’s confirmation and approval, and knowing you are doing what he wills. 

A second blessing is the joy of bringing joy to others. When a person through being taken on outings with a friend no longer feels housebound, their appreciation knows no bounds. The smile of thanks which comes when a person, so often excluded, finds themselves part of a ‘group’ is gratifying.

A third blessing is friendship that flows both ways. People with a disability meet our needs too, teach us new truths and in other ways promote growth in our lives through their personality and spiritual gifts. We have discovered that ministry with people with a disability is not a one-way street.

A final blessing was not expected. I have seen visitors to our church respond positively to the way people with a disability are included and made welcome in our fellowship. As they see love expressed in practical ways, our visitors have gained a clear impression of our church’s priorities and the commitment of its people. Some who were initially hesitant about approaching people with a disability have grown in confidence as they see others like themselves interacting easily. Our fellowship has grown a lot as a result; numerically, but more importantly, spiritually.”

New Zealand pastor
